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1. FOR RECORD, FOLLOWING ARE KEY POINTS OF COSTA RICAN 
FOREIGN MINISTER GONZALO FACIO’S SEPTEMBER 4 DECLARATION 
ON PUERTO RIIP, HIGHLIGHTS OF WHICH TRANSMITTED REFTELS. 

2. FACIO'S PREPARED TEXT BEGAN AS FOLLOWS: 

"AN INTERNATIONAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF 
PUERTO RICO HAS BEEN UNLEASHED IN RECENT DAYS. IT COULD BE 
THAT MANY ARE SINCERELY INTERESTED IN ASSISTING IN THE 
ACHIEVING OF POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE FOR A PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
FOUND ANOTHER FORMULA FOR THEIR LIBERATION. BUT, IT IS 
OBVIOUS THAT THE DETERMINING MOVE OF THE INITIATORS OF THE 
CAMPAIGN IS NO OTHER THAN TO ATTACK THE USA. THE PERSPECTIVE 
OF PLACING THE NORTHAMERICAN NATION IN THE DOCKET FOR THE 
CRIME OF COLONIALISM DEPRECATES THE CLEAR MANIFESTATIONS OF 
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SELF-DETERMINATION FOR WHICH THE IMMENSE MAJORITY OF 
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PUERTO RICANS HAVE EXPRESSED PREFERENCE-THE FORMULA OF THE 
FREE ASSOCIATED STATE. THE FACTS CONFIRM THIS AFFIRMATION." 

3. STATEMENT PROCEEDS 

TO GIVE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF 

FREE ASSOCIATED STATE DATING FROM U.S. CONGRESS' 1950 

"RESPONSE TO A VIGOROUS MOVEMENT HEADED BY THE GREAT PUERTO 

RICAN LEADER LUIS MUNOZ MARIN," AND INCLUDING: (A) THE 

1952 PLEBISCITE FOR THE NEW CONSTITUTION, WITH ELECTION 

FIGURES AND THE EXPLANATION THAT THE VOTES AGAINST THE 

NEW ARRANGEMENT WERE REALLY VOTES FOR STATEHOOD; (B) RESOLUTION 

784 IN PUERTO RICO OF THE 8TH UNGA; (C) THE REGULAR 

RATIFICATION OF THE FREE ASSOCIATED STATE FORMULA BY 

INCREASING MAJORITIES IN THE 50S AND 60S THROUGH THE ELECTION 

OF THE POPULAR PARTY (AND AN EXPLANATION OF THE ELECTION 

OF THE STATEHOOD PARTY); (D) THE ELECTION FIGURES OF THE 

JULY 23, 1967 PLEBISCITE AND AN EXPLANATION; (3) LAUDATORY 

WORDS FOR THE HERNANDEZ GOVERNMENT,"WHICH IS ADVANCING THE 

PUERTO RICAN POLITICAL-SOCIAL REVOLUTION BEGUN BY 

MUNOZ MARIN." 

4. "IN LIGHT OF SUCH A CLEAR SITUATION OF POPULAR 
SELF-DETERMINATION, WITH WHAT RIGHT DO CERTAIN GROUPS 
AND FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS IMPOSE ON PUERTO RICO AN 
INDEPENDENCE THAT THEY DO NOT WANT BECAUSE THEY THINK 
IT WOULD PROVOKE THEIR ECONOMIC RUIN AND THE LOSS 

OF SOCIAL CONQUESTS THAT NO OTHER LATIN AMERICAN 
NATION HAS SURPASSED?" FACIO ASKS RHETORICALLY. HE 
CONTINUES WITH A BLAST AT THE INDEPENDISTAS, "THE 
MINISCULE MAJORITY" OF 0.6 PERCENT OF THE PUERTO RICAN 
PEOPLE WHO SCORN THE SYSTEM OF POPULAR AUTHENTIC 
CONSULTATION THAT THEY THEMSELVES NEVER PRACTICE. 

FACIO GOES ON, "THEY DO NOT HAVE THE RIGHT TO SACRIFICE 
THE SYSTEM THAT THE GREAT MAJORITY OF PUERTO RICANS BELIEVE 
TO BE THE BEST-AND THAT HAS PRODUCED THE HIGHEST PER 
CAPITA INCOME OF ANY COUNTRY OF THE THIRD WORLD-ONLY TO 
HAVE PRETEXT TO ACCUSE THE U.S. GOVERNMENT OF BEING 
COLONIALIST." 

5. STATEMENT THUNDERS TO CONCLUSION AS FOLLOWS: 
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"THE HOUR HAS COME TO FREE OURSELVES FROM THE 
'SLOGANS' WITH WHICH THOSE WHO HAVE ASSUMED THE 
REVOLUTIONARY LEADERSHIP OF THE THIRD WORLD SEEK TO 
LEAD US. WE DO NOT BELIEVE IN THE FORCE OF 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED MECHANICALLY BY A MAJORITY 
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF STATES WHO DO NOT KNOW THE 
SITUATION ABOUT WHICH THEY ARE OPINING.. .LESS WHEN 
GOVERNMENTS THAT DO NOT AS A NORM CONSULT THE OPINION 
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OF THEIR OWN PEOPLES AND WHO CONSIDER FREE ELECTIONS AN 
ARTIFICE OF THE BOURGEOISIE.. .BECAUSE THEY DO NOT 
RESPECT POPULAR WILL, THE FOREIGN PROMOTERS OF PUERTO 
RICAN INDEPENDENCE PRETENDED TO PASS OFF THE ASPIRATIONS 
OF AN INSIGNIFICANT MINORITY AS A DECISION OF AN ENTIRE 
PEOPLE. THE GOCR IS NOT DISPOSED TO SACRIFICE ITS SOLIDARITY 
TOWARD THE PEOPLE AND GOVERNMENT OF PUERTO RICO BECAUSE 
OF FEAR OF OPPOSING THOSE MECHANICAL MAIORITIES OR BECAUSE 
OF A GREAT DESIRE OF APPEARING AT INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 
WITH A LACK OF REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT." 

6. BEGIN CLASSIFIED: COMMENT: STATEMENT APPEARS 
TO BE FACIO'S OWN LANGUAGE IN ITS MOST IMPORTANT PARTS. 
ACCORDING TO A HIGH FOREIGN MINISTRY SOURCE, FACIO'S 
STATEMENT WAS PONDERED CAREFULLY WITHIN MINISTRY BEFORE 
DECISION WAS MADE TO DELIVER IT IN SUCH A FORCEFUL TONE. 

THE FACT THAT MUNOZ MARIN WAS SO CLOSE TO FIGUERES, FACIO, AND 
THE PLN IN 40S, 50S, AND 60S, AND THAT THESE AND OTHER PLN 
FIGURES SAW STEP-BY-STEP EVOLUTION OF FREE ASSOCIATED STATE 
WITH MUNOZ MARIN, INDEED MADE ITS LASTING MARK, 

ACCORDING TO SAME SOURCE. WE AGREE. END CLASSIFIED. 

LANE 
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